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I do not expect you to read all of the readings on this list, nor any of them
in full (except the relevant primary text). (Don’t worry that I’ll be quizzing
you on the whole reading list during your tutorial, I won’t!) In fact, students
who read all of the readings tend to produce (overly long!) essays that are mere
superficial, broad summaries of the whole literature, instead of a sustained ar-
gument that focuses on addressing the narrow essay question according to the
specific angle that you have chosen for this essay. Thus, have a look at the essay
questions; pick your favourite (i.e. don’t answer them all, just one!); read the
relevant primary text; decide whether you want to stick with this essay question
(or start over); pick out relevant further readings from the list. I have added
mini-summaries to help you choose relevant readings.

See here for writing and layout guides, and an essay writing checklist.

Essay questions

1. Are there any probabilities in 1) nature, and 2) our best fundamental (and
higher-level) theories about nature? If so, in either case, what is the best
way to understand probability?

2. Should we take either Papineau’s Inferential Link or his Decision-Theoretical
Link as definitional of (objective) probabilities, or neither?

3. What is the most viable form of frequentism? [Explain whether you think
it still deserves the name frequentism.]

4. “Observed relative frequencies trump probabilities”. Do we really need
objective chances as a bridge between relative frequencies and decisions?

5. Do propensities do any work that other accounts of probabilities fail to
do?
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Primary texts

Karl Popper (1959), The Propensity Interpration of Probability, The
British Journal for the Philosophy of Science, 10(37):25-42
* Probabilities as propensities

Richard von Mises (1957), Probability, Statistics and Truth, revised
English edition, New York: Macmillan
* Infinite frequentism

David Papineau (1996), Many minds are no worse than one, British
Journal of the Philosophy of Science, 47
* This article contains quite a lot of Physics, but I just want you to have
a look at the two Links in section 3.

David Lewis (1980), A subjectivist’s guide to objective chance. In R.C.
Jeffrey, editor, Studies in Inductive Logic and Probability. Volume 2.
Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.
* Principal Principle (and Humeanism about chances).

Secondary texts

Barry Loewer (2004), David Lewis’s Humean Theory of Objective Chance,
Philosophy of Science 71(5):1115-1125

Paul Humphreys (1985), Why Propensities cannot be Probabilities, The
Philosophical Review 94(4):557-570

Antony Eagle (2004), Twenty-one arguments against propensity analyses
of probability, Erkenntnis 60(3):371-416

Alan Hájek (1996), “Mises redux”—Redux: Fifteen arguments against
finite frequentism, Erkenntnis 45(2):209-227

Alan Hájek (2009), Fifteen arguments against hypothetical frequentism,
Erkenntnis 70(2):211-235

Deflating probabilities

Ian Hacking (1984), The emergence of probability. Cambridge, UK:
Cambridge University Press.
* Deflating probability

Harvey R. Brown (2011), Curious and sublime: the connection between
uncertainty and probability in physics. Philosophical Transactions of the
Royal Society A, 369:1-15
* This article contains quite a lot of Physics
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