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I do not expect you to read all of the readings on this list, nor any of them
in full (except the relevant primary text). (Don’t worry that I’ll be quizzing
you on the whole reading list during your tutorial, I won’t!) In fact, students
who read all of the readings tend to produce (overly long!) essays that are mere
superficial, broad summaries of the whole literature, instead of a sustained ar-
gument that focuses on addressing the narrow essay question according to the
specific angle that you have chosen for this essay. Thus, have a look at the essay
questions; pick your favourite (i.e. don’t answer them all, just one!); read the
relevant primary text; decide whether you want to stick with this essay question
(or start over); pick out relevant further readings from the list. I have added
mini-summaries to help you choose relevant readings.

See here for writing and layout guides, and an essay writing checklist.

Essay questions

1. What is a law of nature?

2. Are laws of nature nothing over and above certain regularities exhibited
by events, or do they make those events happen, or neither?

3. Does the Humean mosaic need to be seperable?

4. Should laws of nature ground counterfactuals? If so, does this rule out
any analyses of laws of nature?

5. Are laws global or local?

6. Are there any laws of nature in the social sciences? (See faculty reading
list on the philosophy of social science)
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Introductory text

Bas C. van Fraassen (1989), What are Laws of Nature?, Chapter 2 of
his Laws and Symmetry, Oxford University Press
* Criteria of adequacy for any account of laws.

Primary texts

David Lewis (1973), Counterfactuals, Cambridge: Harvard University
Press.
* Laws as regularities.

David Lewis (1986), Philosophical Papers, volume ii, Oxford University
Press
* Laws as regularities.

David Armstrong (1983), What is a Law of Nature?, Cambridge Uni-
versity Press. Part 1 and Ch.6 (esp sections 3-4)
* Governing Laws: Universals.

Tim Maudlin (2007), A Modest Proposal Concerning Laws, Counterfac-
tuals, and Explanations, Essay 1 in his The Metaphysics Within Physics,
New York: Oxford University Press
* Governing Laws: Primitivism

Alexander Bird (2005), The Dispositionalist Conception of Laws, Foun-
dations of Science 10:353-70
* Governing Laws: Dispositionalism

Secondary texts

Mauro Dorato & Michael Esfeld (forthcoming), The metaphysics of
laws: dispositionalism vs. primitivism, in T. Bigaj & C. Wutrich (eds.)
Metaphysics and Science, Poznan Studies in the Philosophy of Science
* Dispositionalism vs. primitivism

Tim Maudlin (2007), Why Be Humean?, Essay 2 in his The Metaphysics
Within Physics, New York: Oxford University Press
* Criticising the Regularity account (in particular the Quantum threat to
separability).
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